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On Jan. 9, the PIT-CNT, Uruguay's largest organized labor confederation, announced a four-hour
general strike for Jan. 22 to protest a government decision to cancel passenger service on the staterun railway system. Union sources said that on Jan. 22, workers throughout the country will shut
down activities from 12 noon to 4 p.m. Sources from the labor movement and the political opposition
said that for residents of many interior villages, transportation alternatives are non-existent. The
state-run railway enterprise (AFE) has had a monopoly on railway services since the 1940s. AFE's
annual budget runs about $45 million, but receipts total only $8 million. Government officials say
that the railway enterprise is running the largest proportional deficit of all government enterprises.
In the next six years, President Julio Maria Sanguinetti's state enterprise modernization program
calls for a reduction in the railway network from 3,000 km. to 2,000 km., and a reduction in personnel
from 8,000 to 1,500 employees. These measures, say government officials, will result in a savings of
millions of dollars. Railway employees are to be redistributed to other government enterprises and
administrative offices. Changes in the railway company are also justified by the government's plans
to effectively compete with private enterprises in the area of cargo transport. (Basic data from AP,
01/10/88)
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